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Second Sunday of Easter - Sunday April 11th, 2021 – 9:00 am 

Music Today           Terrie Sanchez 

AS WE GATHER 

We tend to look for things to make faith easier. Signs, wonders, or just little hints here and there would 

help. Deep within you lies the same faith and longing that sent Peter walking across the wind-swept Sea 

of Galilee toward Jesus. In what ways is the Lord telling you, as he did Peter, "Come"? 

Our Risen Lord today calls you to come: Recognize God's presence; discern between faith and 

foolishness; not only expect problems, but field them when they come; reorient your thoughts about 

failure and see it as an opportunity to grow; wait on the Lord; And, ultimately, connect more deeply 

with God. 

The choice is yours to know Him as only a water-walker can, aligning yourself with God's purpose for 

your life in the process. There's just one requirement: If You Want to Walk on Water, You've Got to Get 

Out of the Boat. 

Gathering Song  All Creatures of Our God and King LW 436 

Welcome & Invocation  

Opening Song   The Strife Is O’er, the Battle Done LSB 464 1-3 

 

 

 

 
Text and tune: Public domain 

Easter Acclamation 

Pastor:  Alleluia! Christ is risen! 

People: He is risen indeed! Alleluia! 

Confession & Forgiveness 1 John 1:6–10 

Pastor:  If we say we have fellowship with God while we walk in darkness, 

People: we lie and do not practice the truth. 

Pastor:  But if we walk in the light, as He is in the light, we have fellowship with one another, 

People: and the blood of Jesus His Son cleanses us from all sin. 

Pastor:  If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. 
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People: If we confess our sins, He is faithful and just to forgive us our sins and to cleanse us from 

all unrighteousness. 

Pastor:  If we say we have not sinned, 

People: we make Him a liar, and His word is not in us. 

Pastor: Almighty and everlasting God, for our many sins we justly deserve eternal condemnation. In 

Your mercy, You sent Your dear Son, our Lord Jesus Christ, who won for us forgiveness of sins 

and everlasting salvation. Grant us a true confession that, dead to sin, we may be raised up by 

Your life-giving absolution. Grant us Your Holy Spirit that we be ever watchful and live true and 

godly lives in Your service; through Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

People: Amen. 

Silence for reflection. 

Pastor:  Let us then confess our sins to God our Father. 

People: Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean. We have sinned 

against You in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left 

undone. We have not loved You with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as 

ourselves. We justly deserve Your present and eternal punishment. For the sake of Your 

Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may 

delight in Your will and walk in Your ways to the glory of Your holy name. Amen. 

Pastor: Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake forgives you all 

your sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His authority, I therefore forgive you 

all your sins in the name of the Father and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

People: Amen. 

Prayer of the Day 

Pastor: Lord, we are too easily captive to fear and the shadow of death. Break through the closed doors 

of our hearts and shine Your light into our darkness, that knowing the forgiveness of our sins, 

we may no longer be bound by any anxiety or afflicted by any doubt; through Jesus Christ, your 

Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

People: Amen. 

Reader                            Chris Fecke                  

First Reading                                                                                                 Romans 8: 31-35, 37-39 

 31What then shall we say to these things? If God is for us, who can be against us? 32He who did not 

spare his own Son but gave him up for us all, how will he not also with him graciously give us all things? 33Who 

shall bring any charge against God’s elect? It is God who justifies. 34Who is to condemn? Christ Jesus is the one 

who died—more than that, who was raised—who is at the right hand of God, who indeed is interceding for us. 
35Who shall separate us from the love of Christ? Shall tribulation, or distress, or persecution, or famine, or 

nakedness, or danger, or sword? 
37No, in all these things we are more than conquerors through him who loved us. 38For I am sure that neither 

death nor life, nor angels nor rulers, nor things present nor things to come, nor powers, 39nor height nor depth, 

nor anything else in all creation, will be able to separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord. 

Reader:   This is the Word of our Lord. 

People:   Thanks be to God. 
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Second Reading                                                                                                         Mathew 14: 22-32 

 22Immediately he made the disciples get into the boat and go before him to the other side, while he 

dismissed the crowds. 23And after he had dismissed the crowds, he went up on the mountain by himself to 

pray. When evening came, he was there alone, 24but the boat by this time was a long way from the land, beaten 

by the waves, for the wind was against them. 25And in the fourth watch of the night he came to them, walking 

on the sea. 26But when the disciples saw him walking on the sea, they were terrified, and said, “It is a ghost!” 

and they cried out in fear. 27But immediately Jesus spoke to them, saying, “Take heart; it is I. Do not be afraid.” 

 28And Peter answered him, “Lord, if it is you, command me to come to you on the water.” 29He said, 

“Come.” So Peter got out of the boat and walked on the water and came to Jesus. 30But when he saw the wind, 

he was afraid, and beginning to sink he cried out, “Lord, save me.” 31Jesus immediately reached out his hand 

and took hold of him, saying to him, “O you of little faith, why did you doubt?” 32And when they got into the 

boat, the wind ceased. 

Reader:    This is the Word of our Lord. 

People:   Thanks be to God.          

Children’s Message     

Song of the Day        We Walk by Faith and Not by Sight LSB 720 1-3 

 

 

 
Tune: © 1984 GIA Publications, Inc. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110005858 Text: Public domain 

Sermon                 “If You Want To Walk On Water, You’ve Got To Get Out Of The Boat”:  

                                                               “What’s Water Walking?”                                                                   

Creed – APOSTLE’S CREED 

I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth. 

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the 

virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and was buried. He descended 

into hell. The third day He rose again from the dead. He ascended into heaven 

and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. From thence He will come to judge the 

living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness 

of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life  everlasting. Amen. 

Prayers of the Church   
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Pastor: Merciful Father, we come to You in prayer, trusting in Your mercy to supply us with all that is 

needful. Silence the doubts that plague us and deliver us from fear, that believing in You we may 

know the full comfort of Your gracious presence. Lord, in Your mercy, 

People: hear our prayer. 

Pastor: Deliver us from pride and humble us by Your Spirit so that, confessing all our sins, we know the 

peace of a clear conscience and serve You with all our heart, mind, body, and soul. Lord, in Your 

mercy, 

People: hear our prayer. 

Pastor: Guard us from all enemies and bless our nation with good government and good leaders, that 

we enjoy justice before the law, equality of opportunity in the marketplace, and peace in our 

communities and between the nations. Lord, in Your mercy, 

People: hear our prayer. 

Pastor: Restore those absent too long from the Church’s life and bring to repentance those who have 

fallen into error, that they may again be one with us. Lord, in Your mercy, 

People: hear our prayer. 

Pastor: Give comfort, healing, patience, and strength to the sick, to those suffering a troubled mind, and 

to those carrying the heavy burden of grief, that they may know Your presence in their hour of 

need. Lord, in Your mercy, 

People: hear our prayer. 

Pastor: O Lord, hear us now on behalf of those in our congregation and all who stand in need: 

Local concerns may be added by congregational elder here. 

Pastor: Into Your hands, O Lord, we commend ourselves and all for whom we pray, trusting in Your 

mercy, through Your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

People: Amen. 

Sharing Peace 

Offering 

Offertory – Give Thanks   LSB 806 

 Give thanks with a grateful heart, 

Give thanks to the Holy One, 

Give thanks because He’s given 

Jesus Christ His Son. 

Give thanks with a grateful heart, 

Give thanks to the Holy One, 

Give thanks because He’s given 

Jesus Christ His Son. 

And now let the weak say “I am strong,” 

Let the poor say “I am rich,” 

Because of what the Lord has done for us. 

And now let the weak say “I am strong,” 

Let the poor say “I am rich,” 

Because of what the Lord has done for us. 

Give thanks, give thanks. 

Text: © 1978 Integrity’s Hosanna! Music. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110005858 

Presentation of Gifts     

Pastor:              Heavenly Father, You are the giver of all good things, and Your Word makes clear that every  



5 

 

                         good and perfect gift comes from You. We ask that You accept these gifts back unto   

                         Yourself and use them to Your glory. [Psalm 145:15, James 1:17] 

People:            Amen. 

Holy Communion 

Preface  

Pastor:   The Lord be with you. [2 Timothy 4:22] 

People:  And also with you.  

Pastor:   Lift up your hearts. [Colossians 3:1]  

People:  We lift them to the Lord.  

Pastor:   Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. [Psalm 136]  

People: It is right to give Him thanks and praise.  

The Words of Our Lord  [Matthew 26:26–28; Mark 14:22–24; Luke 22:19–20; 1 Corinthians 11:23–25] 

Proclamation of Christ 

Pastor:   As often as we eat this bread and drink this cup, we proclaim the Lord’s death until He comes.  

[1 Cor.11:26] 

People:  Amen. Come, Lord Jesus. [Revelation 22:20] 

Lord’s Prayer [Matthew 6:9–13] 

Pastor:    Lord Jesus Christ, remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to pray: 

People:  Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will be 

done on earth as it is in heaven; give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our 

trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever 

and ever. Amen. 

Distribution  

I Know That My Redeemer Lives LSB 461  

 

 

 
 

5 He lives to silence all my fears; 

He lives to wipe away my tears; 

He lives to calm my troubled heart; 

He lives all blessings to impart. 
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6 He lives, my kind, wise, heav’nly friend; 

He lives and loves me to the end; 

He lives, and while He lives, I’ll sing; 

He lives, my Prophet, Priest, and King. 

7 He lives and grants me daily breath; 

He lives, and I shall conquer death; 

He lives my mansion to prepare; 

He lives to bring me safely there. 

8 He lives, all glory to His name! 

He lives, my Jesus, still the same; 

Oh, the sweet joy this sentence gives: 

I know that my Redeemer lives! 
Tune and text: Public domain  

These Things Did Thomas Count As Real  LSB 472  

 

 

 
Tune: © 2003 Stephen R. Johnson. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110005858 

Text: © 1984 Oxford University Press. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110005858 

Benediction  [Numbers 6:24-26] 

Pastor:  The LORD bless you and keep you. 

             The LORD make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The LORD look upon you with favor and  give you peace. 

People: Amen. 
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Sending Song                  Jesus Christ Is Risen Today LSB 457 

 

 

 

 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 
Creative Worship for the Lutheran Parish, Series B, Part 2. Copyright © 2021 CPH. All rights reserved. 

 

Announcements  

*** TODAY *** 

Offerings: We would like to highlight the reverence of your offerings being returned to the Lord by praying over them at 

the altar during today's worship service. To do this, our ushers will be collecting your gifts by holding a plate at the end of 

each pew. For those unable to be reached, or those not comfortable passing their offerings, a locked box is available at the 

Baptismal font to deposit envelopes before or after worship. As always, we welcome your online giving on our parish 

website. 

Masks in Worship: We strive to respect each other not only in faith but in physical well-being. While we no longer 

require the use of face coverings, we will continue to provide them for all, and seek to respect those worshiping who may 

feel vulnerable in health by continuing to wear them. For increased seating options, pew ropes remain in the two side 

seating sections. 

Easter Flowers: Thank you for purchasing lilies and daffodils to beautify our Altar for Easter!  Please take yours home 

after today’s worship. 

After Sunday Worship Fellowship: Following Sunday worship, all are welcome to enjoy snacks and refreshments in the 

Fellowship Hall for a time to get to know each other.  

Education Hour: Sunday School, Jr High Confirmation Class, and High School Youth education runs from 10:15-11:15 

am downstairs. 

Sunday Morning Bible Studies:  An adult Bible study will begin at 10:15am following Sunday’s service, studying St 

Paul’s Letter - Romans. Come and join in the Fellowship Hall. 

Today’s Altar Flowers:  Altar flowers today have been placed by Mary Taege in honor of her daughter’s, Kellie Miller, 

25th Birthday today. 
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*** OTHER ANNOUNCEMENTS *** 

Youth Auction: Thank you to everyone who donated items, bid on and purchased items, and everyone who helped make 

this year’s auction a success!  The Youth Group will benefit from your generosity and use those funds for the National 

Youth Gathering and other events as they learn and grow in Christ.   

Women’s Bible Study: Women’s Bible Study will be starting back up on the 2nd & 4th Tuesdays of the month beginning 

April 13th at 9am in the conference room.  Please enter through the office entrance doors.   

*** MISSION & OUTREACH *** 

New Mission Envelopes: Please check out the blue envelopes located in your pew.  These are our new Mission giving 

envelopes.  Utilize these to make a donation to the mission(s) of your choice and deposit with your offering in the offering 

plate. 

*** WHAT’S HAPPENING IN OUR PRESCHOOL? *** 

 Our preschool classrooms are full of Spring and Easter fun and celebration!  Our 4K classroom continues with their letter 

of the week paired with the spring activities.  You may notice their Trinity shamrocks in the hallway.  3K is working on 

some amazing Easter projects, and working hard on counting, patterning, and name writing.  Some 3K friends have 

moved on to writing their last names as well as their first names.  During our Faith lesson with Mrs. Schoon, the children 

acted out the Palm Sunday Procession into Jerusalem!  Pastor Aaron introduced the students to the Easter story by using 

the Resurrection Eggs to tell the story of Easter during our Chapel sessions.  It's a joyful time of year! 

Registration is still going on for fall classes.  Check out the updated preschool website 

at www.LearningAtBethlehem.com.  
 

 

 

This Week at Bethlehem 

Sun 9:00 am Worship 

 10:20 am Youth Education Classes 

 10:30 am Adult Education Classes 

Mon 5:30 pm Music Meeting 

 6:30 pm Elder Meeting 

Tues 9:00 am Men’s Bible Study 

 9:00 am Women’s Bible Study 

Wed 7:00 pm Worship  

Thurs 6:00 pm Mission & Outreach Meeting 

 7:00 pm BOD Meeting 

Fri Office is Closed  (Pastor’s Day Off) 

Sun 9:00 am Worship 

10:20 am Youth Education Classes 

 10:30 am Adult Education Classes 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.learningatbethlehem.com/
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